Road-Rail Transport
since their prosperity   alone would ensure the
prosperity of the transport agencies."
The formulation of the theory of railway
rates has been fallowed up by a study of freight
rates in respect of a few commodities. The
commodities chosen for such consideration are
coal, tobacco, linseed, groundnuts and rice. The
method of treatment adopted is comprehensive,
and the importance of the commodity chosen f or
study is well brought out by a concise statement
of its position in our national trade and a
reference to such disabilities as it may be suffer-
ing from. This is strengthened by the aid of
figures, and the chief merit of the thesis rests on
the wealth of statistical data collected together*
The author was seriously handicapped by the
unencouraging attitude of the railways in the
matter of statistical help so that he has had to
rely to some extent on Governmental blue-
books. There is nothing strange in this, as the
Agricultural Marketing Department then wel vow
recognised the dearth of information. Mr. liao
has, however, ably striven to gather such
information as he could and has p pencilled his
case creditably. One remark must, nevertheless,,
be made here with regard to his deductions* The
period of his investigations concluded with the
September of 1939, though the thesis was actually
presented in March 1940. The Syndicate of
the University accorded sanction to the publica-
tion of the thesis sometime last August, awd
&^i&g to pressure of work it was not possible for
me to publish this work earlier, In consequence,
tfee conclusions are based on the figures available
uptd the time of his investigations, when the